
SSocial Complexity
BBackground

Social complexity is defined by COE4CCN as “a set of co-occurring individual, family or community characteristics that have a direct impact on 
health outcomes or an indirect impact by affecting a child’s access to care and/or a family’s ability to engage in recommended medical and 
mental health treatments”. COE4CCN identified 18 factors that either in past literature or through their own studies were correlated with worse 
health outcomes or higher health care costs. Anchored to those factors, OPIP and OHA then examined specific indicators that existed or could be 
collected in Oregon’s Medicaid or Integrated Client Services (ICS) data. Twelve different social indicators, described in the following table, were 
identified as feasible to be collected for each child. These indicators were based on services the child received or claims attributed to the child, 
services that one or both parents of the child received, or information obtained from OHA Medicaid Enrollment or OHA Vital Statistics; when 
available, the look back period for these indicators is the lifetime of the child plus one year prior to birth (to account for the prenatal period). A 
summary count of the number of social complexity indicators was then created. Secondly, a three-part social complexity categorical variable (3 
or more, 1-2, or 0 risk factors) was then created.

For 26% of children in the statewide dataset, it was not possible to link the child to either parent. Therefore, these children only have data 
available for the five child-level social complexity indicators.  

For more information about data sources and the time period of available data for the social complexity indicators used in this report, please 
refer to the data dictionary:
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/dsi-tc/Documents/DataDictionary-Social-Indicators.pdf
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